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Aluminum Upper and lower
{riple clamps
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Leading-axle forks offer eighit
Inches of travel >

23-inch front wheel Improves
tracking and steenng.

= Honda automatic
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497 cc single-cylinder four-vaive
OHC four-stroke engine fea-
tures advanced big-bore, short-
stroke desian
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Maintenance-free Capacitor l'l
Discharae \anition Five-speed transrmission
Frimary kickstarting eliminates
hunting for neutral on restarts




ompres:
Kickstart

Easy-to-get-at tool kit

IMe Uses engine
iember for
t, better ground Durable, rubber-tdamped rear

turn signal mounts

/

Inverted, gas-pressurized, lay-
___down shock absorbers aliow
seven inches of rear wheel
travel

Honda-designed
claw-action
dual-purpose tires

~. Specially-designed lightweight
rear sprocket

There aren't many personal
possessions that say as much
about their owners as a maotor-
cycle. And few motorcvcles say
SO much so well as the all-new
1979 Honda XL5005.0n the
freeway or on the trall, In town
or in the rough, heres a bike
that’ll mark you as a riger who
refuses to settle for second
best. The most sophisticated,
most powerful dual-purpose
motorcycle in the world.
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Speedometernpdometer features tripmoior
with oversire knobd for sady nesefs.

The XL5005 Is a Honda Total Con-
cept rethink of motorcyclings
most enduring tradition: the big
single. Its big-bore, short-stroke
engine dellvers 497 ccs of
throbbing four-stroke power,
The power cames from a free-
breathing four-vaive Pentroof™
head with dual exhaust ports
that mate to twin header

pipes. A hot-sparking, mainte-
nance-free Capacitor Discharge
ignition aelivers the fire power
to a spark plug thats central-
ized for more efficient combus-
tion, while an automatic gecom-

Giving Big Single A Whole New Meaning.

pression system helps cut down
kickstarting effort. But theres
a ot more to the new Honda
XL5005 Than Just moderm oe-
5ign and srong power.

Vvibration, long a nemesis of
street and trall riders alike, has
Deen subdued by Honda's dual
vibration counterbalancers. Two
counterrotating weights are
chain driven by the crankshaft.
One spins In the front of the
enaine; the other riges on the
transmission mainshaft, This
ingenious arrangement elimi-
nates the welght of an extra
balancer shaft and helps keep
the engine compact. In fact, the
XLS00S crankcase is exactly the
same width as that of the
HoNda XL2508!

Special claw-action traed pattern ulri v
oped by Honda for dig in the dirt, smooth nde
on pavement

Like the Innovative XL2508, the
new XL500S sports a3 rugged
diamond-configuration frame
that utilizes the engine’s rigidity
as a frame member. This helps
keep weight down and ground




XL5005

clearance high-there's over 10
inches of davlight between

the tough, aluminum-alioy skid
plate and the ground. And thats
really helprul when you're
baunding through the toolies.

Autpmatic compression redoase opent exhauit
Valve 1o recuce Kickstart effort

Sa is the long-travel suspen-
sion. With leading-axie forks up
front and inverted, [ay-down,
gas-charged rear shocks, the
XL500s has as much suspension
as any other dual-purpose bike,
regardiess of sizel Thats the

| kind of advantage that changes
bumps to lumps, and lumps to
nearly nothing

Another unique feature on the
burly new XL500S is Its 23-Inch
front wheel The bigger wheel
and tire geliver a longer foot-
print for improved steering,
cornering and braking. And while
we're on the sublect of tires,
check out the skins on this big
single, They're Honda-designed,
smoaoth-running dual-purpose
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|

L

Leading-aoe forky festure gxclusive four: Dot
axle clamp

claw-action tires that provide
Improved traction both on- and
off-road.

The XL5 lighting system Is

ation includes a wide-sweep
speedometer, a tripmeter
with large reset knob and a
set of warning lights. The
long, well-padded seat fea-

Ing passenger pegs, The
muFfier Incorporates a
USDA-approved spark
arrestor that keeps you

fully street-legal. Instrument-

| tures a buddy strap and folg-

quiet and legal on the street
and in approved off-road riding
dareas

The new Honaa XL500S s quire
a remarkable machine. It incor-
porates the most advanced
engineering In the dual-purpose

Alliry akld plate heips protect smderside of
enghnd Snd five- ipesd tranumigsion

world. Engineering that gives you
more power, less vibration and
long suspension travel And all in
4 package that weighs just 287
pounds dry! Its certainly been
worth walting for.

ItS 3@ smooth ride-to-work blke.
Its a short-hop errand runner.
ILS great on a back road. Its a
fun off-roader, And Its from
Honda, the leader In motorcy-
Cling technology and Innovation
when yau come right down to
It, its the only logical cholce

Always wear a helmet and eye
ProteCction, keep kgnts on and check local
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| SPECIFICATIONSS
| 1979 XL500S8

Ergine 487 o OHC Four-stroke
single, four valves

Bore x Stroke B9 mim x 80 mm
Compression B3tio 861
Carburetor 32 mimslide throttle
Ignition Capacitor Discharge
Starter . Primiary Kick
ciucch Wwet saven friction disc
Transmission. = Five-spized
SUspEnsion Frant: Leading-axle
hydraulic fork, 8-nch travel

Rear- Inverteq, lay-down

gas-charged shocks, 5-5tep

pre-laaa, 7-inch travel

Tires 3.00-2% front, 4 60-18 rear,
HanNda special gesian

Caster Angle 285
Wheelbase 551 Inches
Length 85.6 Inches
Width 350 Inches
Height . 46.7 Inches
Seat Hesght 338inches
FoOtpeq Hegne 13.2inches
ground Clearange 102 Inches
Fuel Capacity 2.6 gallons Including
S-gallon reserve

£y Welaht 286 7 pounds
Calor Kad




